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IMPORTANT NOTICE 

When you realize that you have not received a January issue of 
the Wood Duck -- don't panic. Your name has not been deleted from the 
mailing list. There will be no January Issue of the Wood Duck as such. 
(Note that all announcements for January events are in this issue.) 

In its olace Ti Estin, a Special Edition of a Supplement of McMaster 
University’s student publication, Silhouette, dealing with Ecology, 
Pollution and Conservation has been made available for members of the 
Hamilton Naturalists' Club. Many have already picked up their copy at 
the regular meetings this fall. If you do not have yours as yet make a 
point of coming out to the December or January meeting (both if you can 
make it since interesting and informative programs are planned). Pick 
up your copy of Ti Estin then since it is a 'weighty' publication and 
will not be easy to process for mailing. 

The Editor 

****** 

THE EXECUTIVE OF THE NATURALISTS' CLUB AND THE EDITOR AND STAFF OF THE 

WOOD DUCK 

wish all of you 

MERRY CHRISTMAS 
and 

BEST WISHES FOR 1971 


If 


****** 
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HAMILTON PUBLIC LIBRARY 


BOOKS FOR CHRISTMAS 


Suggestions from Che Arts and Science Department 


The Hidden Forest is an extremely beautiful book by Sigurd F. 
Olson and Les Blackloclc, and in colour photographs of magnificent detail 
shows many of the myriad forms of life to be found in the forest, from 
budding mosses to white tail deer. Against the background of the four 
seasons, Mr. Olson explains the powerful forces and the hidden beauties 
underlying the broad scenic vistas, and conveys in compelling terms the 
necessity of preserving our remaining wilderness for coming generations. 

Joseph Uood Krutch has been rightly acclaimed as a latter-day 
Thoreau, and his book The Best Mature Writing of Joseph Wood Krutch 
amply justifies this label. It is written in five parts; the first 
"New England and the Desert" reveals the author's growing interest in 
the natural world and his discovery of the American south-west. The 
second, "Other Lives" is about some interesting animals he has known and 
studied. The third, "Shapes of Earth" is primarily geological, while the 
fourth, "Nature and Human Nature" is philosophical in tone 33 is the last, 
"The Meaning of Conservation"., Together they compose a rare volume - 
at once a retrospective and a timeless one. 

Trees by Andreas Feininger is described by the author as a 
"tree-appreciation" book. A large book, it boasts 160 extraordinary 
pictures, AO of them in colour, A comprehensive text, which includes 
drawings and maps describes 67 species of the most beautiful varieties 
in the U.S., Canada, Mexico and Europe, and discusses the economical, 
ecological and emotional role that trees play in our lives and in our 
wo rid. 


A study of Vinson Brown's Reading the Woods helps us recognize 
the influence of weather in the woods, how to probe for stories in the 
soil, to note the effect of fire and rebirth, and to discover how man 
and animals fashion woodland. It is an excellent aid to help develop 
in us a new awareness of the ever changing cycles of life in woodland 
communities. 

Two of our most recent books in Our Living World of Nature 
Series are very suitable as gifts for children. The Life of the Jungle 
by Paul W. Richards explores the mysterious green world of the tropical 
rain forest; describing the profusion of animals and plants that thrive 
in its winterless hothouse climate. In The Life of Sea Islands 
Norman J. Berrill discusses the origins of various kinds of oceanic 
islands and describes the different living conditions on each. Emphasis 
is placed on the fascinating process through which many island plants 
and animals have evolved into new and distinctive species. Both of 
these books have over 100 colour photographs and numerous black and 
white drawings. 
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BOOKS FOR CHRISTMAS - continued 

Another excellent book for a child is by Professor J. A. Lauwerys 
and entitled Man 1 s Impact on Mature . Life on this planet is a huge, complex 
network of interrelated forms and functions and this book is a brief 
account of man's record as a member of this network and of his capacity 
to influence its forms and alter its functions. It is one in the series 
of the Nature and Science Library. 

****** 


WE HAVE THE ANSWER - Thank you Marion Shivas. 

The unidentified flower mentioned in the article on the June 
Trip to "The Bruce" in the November Wood Duck was 

Anemone Multifida Poir 

Cut-leaved Anemone 

Family - Ranunculaceae - Crowfoot (Buttercup) Family 

Betty and Clem Keaton described the plant as follows; A fairly 
tall red anemone flower about one foot high, red sepals, slim hairy stem, 
deeply cut green bracts about 2" below flower. Sepals broad and flower 
would be over 1" when fully open. 

Watch for it if you are exploring the Bruce next June. 

Hazel Broker. 


****** 
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COMING EVENTS 


************************************** 

MONTHLY MEETINGS 

Monday, December 14th, 8 P.M. 

. Royal Botanical Gardens Headquarters Building 

Dr. William Noble of McMaster University xvil1 speak on the archaeology of 
Princess Point. Don't miss this event. Not only will Dr. Noble tell us 
of the "digging" which has been underway the past fexv summers, but also 
will have some artifacts to show which are helping him to piece together 
the story of Princess Point in past centuries. 

****** 

Monday, January 11th, 8 P.M. 

Royal Botanical Gardens Headquarters Building 

Mr. Gus Yaki of the Peninsula Field Naturalists' Club will tell us of the 
ulants of the Niagara Peninsula which is the Carolinian Forest Zone. Our 
own wilderness area, Short Hills, is situated in the Niagara Peninsula. 

Mr. Yaki will tell us what to look for when x^e explore next spring. 

************************************** 

FIELD EVENTS 


Saturday, 


December 26th. 


Hamilton Christmas Bird Count. Contact George North at 522-6082 during the 
orevious week for territories. $1.00 oarticipation fee is required. 

****** 


Sunday, December 27th. 

(Note change of date.) 

Long Point Christmas Bird Count. Volunteers appreciated. Call Bob Curry 
at 648-6895 for territories. $1.00 participation fee is required. 

****** 


AUDUBON WILDLIFE FILMS 


Wednesday, January 13th, 8 P.M. 

Scott Park Secondary School Auditorium 

J. Bristol Foster will show his film entitled "Down South Up the Nile". 
This is a filmed record of the Foster family's journey up the world's 
longest river. Highlights include scenes of the magnificent big game 
animals, among them the cats, elephants, impalas and gazelles, zebras 
and giraffes. 


****** 
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A NATURALIST’S GUIDE TO THE 
HAMILTON AREA 


Situated at the western end of Lake Ontario where the 
Niagara Escarpment parallels the shoreline, Hamilton has become 
the focus of many naturalists’ activities. Located within a short 
distance of the city are both tamarack swamps with many boreal 
plants and hardwood forests containing Tulip Tree, Black Walnut and 
Sassafras. Since Hamilton is close to the northern boundary of the 
Deciduous Porest Region, naturalists have access to a wide number 
of Plant species. On the north slopes of the ravines near the 
city one may find Rue Anemone which is commonly found farther south, 
while only a few miles away grow Bunchberry and Twinflower, plants 
of a more boreal distribution. Many species of birds find suitable 
habitat for nesting, with the Orchard Oriole, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 
and Mockingbird nearing their northern nesting limits while Purple 
Pinch, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker and Pine Siskin occasionally nest 
this far south. Both the lake and the escarpment influence mig¬ 
rating birds, thus enabling one to list many species during spring 
and fall passage. Many birds spend the winter in the region and 
the Christmas Bird Count has on occa.sion reached 100 species. 

The Hamilton Naturalists’ Club holds its meetings in the 
Royal Botanical Gardens Headquarters building, Plains Road West, 
Burlington, on the second Monday of each month from September to 
May. Inquiries should be directed to the secretary, Post Office 
Box 384, Hamilton. 

NIAGARA ESCARPMENT; The Bruce Trail provides a route to 
several interesting spots along the escarpment. North to south 
they are as follows; 

Rattlesnake Point; Now a conservation area, this is the 
southern tip of an outlier of the escarpment. Reaching an elev¬ 
ation of 1000 feet, it provides a fine panorama of the surrounding 
country. Turkey Vultures nest in the forests north of the lookout, 
and up to 30 may be seen soaring over the countryside during hot 
summer days. Several species of ferns grow on the escarpment face 
and the talus slope below. These include Po lypod y (Pol ypodium 
virginianum ), Goldie's Wood Pern (Dr.y opteri s g oldiana ), Maidenhair 
Spleenwort ( Asplenium t richom anes) and Smooth Cliff-brake ( Pellaea 
glabella ). Both "colour phases "of the Red-baclced Salamander may be 
found beneath these rocks. Prom the village of Waterdown on 
Highway 5 (north of Burlington), go north at the stoplights on 
Centre Road 6 miles to the village of Carlisle. Turn right at the 
stop sign, proceeding 7 miles to Appleby Line, then turn left up 
the escarpment to the park. Paths lead south from the main park¬ 
ing area to the lookout. Elk and Bison roam free in a large 
paddock west of the parking lot. 

Mount Nemo: The Bruce Trail follows the brow of the 
escarpment here for over a mile. Several long crevasses parallel 
the cliff face, some extending to a depth of 100 feet, and these 
offer hibernating areas for some species of bats. Roundleaf 
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Dogwood ( Ooriius rugosa ) is very common here. Purple Clematis 
( Clemail s' verti ciliaris) grows on the slopes. Take Highway 5 east 
from Waterdown ”5.4 miles and go north 2.5 miles to the T-inter- 
section. Bruce Trail markers on the left indicate the access trail 
to the brow. 

Rock Chapel: A property of the Royal Botanical Gardens, 
this park provides good views of Hamilton and Dundas from the 
escarpment brow. The Bruce Trail passes through it and the unique 
Walking Pern ( Camptosorus rhizophyllus ) grows close to the trail. 
Bladdernut ( Staphylea ^ trifolia ) and" Yellow Mandarin ( Pisporum 
lanuginosum ) are two Carolinian plants which occur here, near their 
northern limits. Prom Clappisons Corners proceed west on Highway 5 
one mile to Rock Chapel Road and turn left. The parking lot and 
picnic facilities will be reached in one mile. 

Spencer Creek Palls: While many streams in the area flow 
over the escarpment, creating water falls of considerable height, 
those provided by the two branches of Spencer Creek are of most 
interest. Most years Louisiana V/aterthrushes nest in at least one 
valley, this being their northernmost limit in Ontario. They are 
usually found within a short distance downstream of the falls, and 
close to the rushing waters. The moist habitat created in the deep 
valley has led to a lush plant growth with many ferns. Proceed 
west on Highway 8 from Dundas up the escarpment. About 2/5 mile 
from the point where the highway turns north from the escarpment 
brow, a lane leads east to the Webster's Palls Park. At the falls 
the Bruce Trail follows steps to the stream below. Tew's Palls 
(on the other branch of Spencer Creek) is ■§■ mile to the east and 
may be reached by following the Bruce Trail across the bridge. 

Sulphur Springs: A preferred spot for Hamilton birders 
in the winter, the numerous Hemlock trees in the area attract 
many northern finches. At that time, several species of owls 
roost in the conifers and the occasional accipiter is noted over¬ 
head. Blocks of Cedar Waxwings feed on the berries of the Common 
Buckthorn (Rh arnnus ca thartica ) and Bohemian Waxwings have been 
discovered with them "during some winters. Prom Highway 2 in 
Ancaster, turn north on Church Street (Mineral Springs Road). This 
leads through a hilly, partly wooded portion of the Dundas Valley. 
Turn right at the first road, 1-J- miles from Ancaster. Here in 
spring, the shrub-filled pastures abound with nesting birds, in¬ 
cluding both Golden-winged and Blue-winged Warblers. 

By proceeding north ■§• mile, one reaches a steep hill 
wfich may be hazardous in winter. Just past the bridge over the 
creek, theodour of hydrogen sulphide will be noted coming from a 
spring on the left side of the road. This gas arises from the 
breakdown of sulphur contained in the escarpment limestone which 
is here buried by glacial drift. About 100 yards farther on the 
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Bruce Trail enters the woods to the right. Look for the white 
paint blazes on the trees, Pileated Woodpeckers and Whitetailed 
Deer may be encountered in this area. About 1 mile along the trail 
there is a large grove of Hemlocks which is especially good for 
winter finches. 

Radial Line: Passing through overgrown fields and 
deciduous woods bordering the escarpment, this old railroad bed is 
and excellent area for observing passerine birds. In summer there 
is a high density of nesting birds. Here too Blue-winged and Golden¬ 
winged Warblers breed and hybrids have been recorded. Go east on 
Hohawlc Road, Ancaster from the interchange with Highway 403 and 
turn left on Upper Horning Road about 1 mile away. At the point 
where this road turns right along the escarpment (about 1 mile) 
park beside the Hydro tower. Hollow the Bruce Trail blazes along 
the railbed which is just west of the tower. 

King's Forest Park: An extensive area of woods and 
abandoned fields with conifer plantations, the park covers 2-g- miles 
of the escarpment brow. The plantations are used in winter as 
roosts by Long-eared owls and as feeding sites by finches. Prom 
the traffic circle at Highway 20 and the Queen Elizabeth Way, go 
south 1-|- miles on Highway 20 to Mud Street. Turn right proceeding 
2 miles to Albion Road. By turning right here and going down the 
escarpment, some reforested tracts and weedy fields will be noted 
to the left. Alternatively, proceeding past Albion Road on Mud 
Street, and turning right on Mountain Brow Road a few hundred yards 
away will lead one past Albion Palls and farther on to Buttermilk 
Palls. There is a sizeable conifer grove to the right between 
these waterfalls. The Bruce Trail is below the escarpment here. 

Beverly Swamp: Consisting of several square miles of 
poorly drained woodlands, the swamp represents the southern limits 
in Ontario of five species of Mammals: Snowshoe Hare, Woodland 
Jumping Mouse, Porcupine, Water Shrew and Northern Plying Squirrel. 
Several kinds of orchids have been found in the vicinity and it 
contains a wide variety of both butterflies and ferns, including 
the uncommon Crested Shield Pern ( Dryopteris cristata ). White¬ 
tailed Deer are quite numerous. Prom Clappis^ns dorriers proceed 
7s’ miles towards Guelph on Highway 6 to West Plamborough Concession 
8 (1^- miles south of Freelton), After turning left, the swamp is 
entered in 4 miles. Note the many drumlins to the south of this 
road. The swamp here is primarily Red Maple, but this changes to 
stands of Aspen and then White Cedar. The road is subject to 
flooding during the spring thaw. 

At the first crossroads 2-g- miles past the swamp entrance, 
turn right. Here White-throated Sparrows, several species of 
warblers and the occasional F/inter Wren may be heard singing during 
the breeding season. Proceed one mile to the intersection of 
Highway 97. Just north of here a flood control dam in Valens Con¬ 
servation Area has created a lake l4 miles long on Spencer Creek. 
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By turning left, the lookout and park entrance may be reached. By 
turning right on-Highway 97, thenleftat the old school house and 
proceeding for f- mile, there is another good view of the lake. Note 
the unique "artesian pump" by the school house. Throughout the 
spring and fall the lake attracts many species of migrating ducks 
and shorebirds. Murderous swallows, including Cliff Swallows which 
nest in the area, may be seen flying over the lake. 

One reaches another good birding spot by going one mile 
west along Highway 27 from Yalens to the intersection of Highway 52 
and proceeding south for 3.7 miles. In the scrub-filled field 
north-west of the intersection, several Grasshopper Sparrows and 
Uplands Plovers usually breed, and Henslow’s Sparrows have been re¬ 
corded. 

Alternatively, by driving north fromthe Valens school 
house, turning right at the next two T-intersections, and then left 
at the next intersection to the railroad tracks, an interesting bog 
area may be reached. Broad-winged H^wks and Long-eared Owls have 
been found here during the summer. Pitcher Plant (Sar race nia 
purpurea ) and Labrador Tea ( Ledum groenlandicum ) grow ’beside the 
railroad tracks and several other bog species occur in the White 
Cedar-Tamarack swamp. The pure stands of White Birch just to the 
east provide food for the larvae of the Luna Moth. Just north of 
the swamp, Grasshopper Sparrows may be heard, singing in fields 
on either side of the road. 

Located nearby and worth a visit is Mountsburg Conserv¬ 
ation Area which also contains a flood control dam, backing up 
Bronte Creek for over a mile. It has the added advantage that 
neither hunting nor swimming are permitted so wildlife is relative¬ 
ly undisturbed. In spring and fall large numbers of waterfowl rest 
here and when the water levels are low in late summer and autumn 
many species of shorebirds congregate on the mudflats at the upper 
end. Coots and Pied-billed Grebes nest in considerable numbers, 
along with the odd pair of Hooded Mergansers. Mountsburg is reach¬ 
ed by proceeding north 2i miles on Highway 6 past Highway 97 and 
turning right on the paved Carapbellville Road. Go one mile east 
to Centre Road, turn left for f mile and then right at the next 
road. The park entrance is 200 yards past the railroad crossing. 

For views of the mudflats, continue past the park entrance one 
mile to the first crossroad and turn right. 

Lake Ontario: Hamilton birders are favoured by their 
geographical position at the west end of the lake, as migrating 
water birds tend to funnel toward the area. Recent "pelagic trips" 
by naturalists on Lake Ontario have shown that birds usually con¬ 
sidered rarities such as Sabine's Gull, Red and Northern Phalaropes 
and Pomarine and Parasitic Jaegers may rather be regular fall 
migrants through the area. All these birds may also be seen from 
shore if one is fortunate. During late afternoons; in September 
and October, Hamilton birdwatchers spend many hours scanning the 
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lake with telescopes for jaegers and other migrants. At appropriate times 
of the year eiders, scoters and loons may be seen from shore. In recent 
years the Eared Grebe has turned up more often. 

From the north shore around the Burlington Beach strip to the 
south shore there are several popular lookout points. Both Oakville and 
Bronte harbours attract dabbling ducks in the winter, and diving ducks will 
be noticed farther out in the lake. In Burlington, the foot of Appleby 
Line is perhaps the best place to observe jaegers as they harass gulls. 

It is 2% miles east of Guelph Line, Guelph Line, Walker's Line and Sioux 
Lookout Park (1% and \ mile respectively east of Guelph Line) all provide 
access to good lookouts. At the intersection of Highway 2 (Lnkeshore Road) 
and Beach Boulevard, the site of the former Brant Inn is another good 
vantage point, 

Burlington Beach Canal, l\ miles south on Beach Boulevard, is an 
excellent spot io observe water birds. Park just south of the lift bridge 
on the lake side. Gulls and terns of several species may be found on the 
piers. Bonaparte's Gulls are common during migration and often perch high 
up in the Hydro towers. Adult and immature Little Gulls are sometimes 
seen in association with them. Late spring is generally the best time for 
these birds to show up. 

South of the canal, the lake can be viewed from many spots. Van 
Wagner's Beach, 3 miles south of the canal (on Beach Boulevard) is a 
favoured area. By proceeding east on the Q.E.W, 6 miles past the Highway 
20 traffic circle, the Casablanca interchange is reached. Taking this 
road to the lake, one finds a wide bay which seems to have a special 
attraction for migrating loons. In late April or early May several hundred 
Common Loons may be seen on the water. The odd Red-throated Loon may be 
noted and the extremely rare Yellow-billed Loon has been seen here on three 
occasions. Oakes Road and other roads to the east also provide access to 
vantage points, 

HAMILTON BAY; Although the waters of Hamilton Bay now seem hospitable to 
few fish other than the °Carp ( Cyprinus carpio ) and Goldfish (Carassius 
auratus ), migrating birds are not discouraged. Horned and Red-necked 
Grtbes may be noted in early spring and several species of diving ducks 
will be seen during migration. The best two lookouts are LaSalle Park 
and Woodland Cemetery. The former is reached by proceeding west J; mile 
on Lakeshore Road (Highway 2) from the Q.E.W. interchange to North Shore 
Boulevard. Continue west 2 miles to LaSalle Park Road. The park here 
is a good area for passerines during migration. Turn left on the road 
which leads to the old wharf. 

Woodland Cemetery is 3 miles west of LaSalle Park. Proceed 
north on LaSalle Road ^ mile to Plains Road West (Highxtfay 2). Turn left 
and remain on the highway for two miles until it curves to the north. 

Take Spring Gardens Road which leads straight off the highway. The 
Royal Botanical Gardens Headquarters building which is located here provides 
a good spot in autumn to watch migrating hawks. The entrance to the 
cemetery is % mile past Highway 2, The cemetery is also perhaps the best 
spot around Hamilton in the fall to view land migrants as they follow the 
shoreline and are attracted to the wooded sJLopes, During early mornings 
in September, over 20 species of Warblers may be seen moving through the 
trees. 
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At the east end of the bay, recently created ponds are now 
attracting shorebirds and waterfowl. They may be reached by proceeding 
south on Beach Boulevard under the Q.E.W. overpass and immediately turning 
right on a dirt road. The ponds are located \ mile along this road. 

Another place of interest, Indian Point, is at the north corner 
of the bay where the bases of two Hydro towers support small nesting 
colonies of Common Terns. By using telescopes one may sometimes observe 
Little Gulls and Forster's Terns on the rocks. The birds may be viewed 
from the foot of Allview Avenue, \ mile west of the Q.E.W. on Lakeshore 
Road or from the shoulder of the Q.E.W. southbound exit ramp for Beach 
Boulevard. 

COOTES PARADISE MARSH: As well as providing a most impressive western 
entrance to Hamilton, the marsh and its environs are a real paradise for 
the naturalist, It is undoubtably the single most interesting area in 
the region. Most of the marsh and the forest surrounding it are owned by 
the Royal Botanical Gardens and have been kept as a nature preserve. A 
wide variety of trees grow in this predominantly climax forest and some 
have reached an impressive stature and maturity. Black Oak, Chestnut Oak, 
Black Walnut and Tulip Trees all occur here at their northern limits. 

Several Flox^ering Dogwoods occur and one has been discovered with a diameter 
of 8 inches. In autumn, the grove of Sassafras located on Sassafras Point 
on the north shore produces a most impressive display of colour. Just 
behind McMaster University, "The Pinery", a stand of large White Pines, 
some over 80 feet tall, harbour nesting Pine Warblers. The native American 
Chestnut (Castanea dentata) grew on these slopes, and there may still be 
sprouts rising from stumps of trees killed 50 years ago by the blight. 

One White Oak growing on the south shore has been estimated to be 360 years 
old. Wild grape lianas thrive in the woodlands and one old vine has 
attained a length of 85 feet and a diameter of 6 inches. 

For the birdwatcher there are several areas of interest. On 
the south side of the marsh the woods around Westdale ravine are perhaps 
the best area for spring migrants, In recent years several rare species, 
such as Worm-eating Warbler and Summer Tanager, have been recorded here. 
Yellow-throated Vireos, Cerulean Warblers and Blue-gray Gnatcatchers 
nest in the forest canopy. From King Street West, turn north on Forsyth 
Avenue, just east of McMaster University, and proceed onto Mayfair 
Crescent. When the University is in session, parking here may be 
difficult. There are several marked trails which may be followed in 
the woods to the north. "The Pinery" is located a few hundred yards 
to the west along the slope. 

The banks of the old Desjardins Canal, which used to serve 
Dundas, may provide an interesting hike to the marsh. Take Cootes Drive 
which links Hamilton and Dundas, and park on the shoulder where the road 
goes over Spencer Creek. By walking north on the east bank, the canal 
may be reached. The extensive growths of Tall Manna-grass (Glyceria 
sp.) provide suitable habitat for Sharp-tailed Sparrows migrating from 
James Bay in the autumn. They are discovered some years during the first 
two weeks in October. This is also an excellent area in September to 
observe Ospreys which often linger for several days during migration. 
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Throughout the year the Dundas Hydro Pond attracts numerous 
birds. It is located at the extreme west end of the marsh and may be 
reached by continuing west on Cootes Drive into Dundas, turning right 
on East Street and right again on King Street. Park by the Ontario Hydro 
office and walk east through the field to the lookout. In early spring, 
the pond is an excellent place to observe Whistling Swans and pond ducks. 
Wood Duck nesting boxes have been maintained by club members and several 
nairs use them annually. 

The best view of the marsh is obtained from the brow of Hamilton 
Cemetery which is located on a remnant shorecliff of glacial Lake Iroquois. 
From here, Double-crested Cormorants are often noted perching on the old 
canal piles and Whistling Swans may be' seen in early spring. In late 
April, several Forster's Terns are often seen flying over the water or 
perched on the piles. This is also an excellent vantage point to observe 
fall hawk flights. From downtown Hamilton, take York Street west to 
Dundurn Street, bear right on Highway 2, and turn left into the cemetery. 

The wooded north shore of Cootes Paradise is perhaps less disturbed 
than the south shore and there are better parking facilities. Located 
here is the Nature Interpretive-Centre of the Royal Botanical Gardens. 

Signs are posted indicating trails through the woods to the shore. The 
south-facing slopes encourage early growth of many spring flowers. To 
the west, Bull's Point provides a good view of the mudflats at the outlet 
of the Desjardins Canal. Each fall these attract numerous shorebirds, 
including Golden Plover and Hudsonian Godwit. Proceed north on Highway 2 
just past Hamilton Cemetery, turn left on Old Guelph Road for \ mile and 
left again to the Arboretum parking circle. 

Those wishing to take more extensive jaunts should inquire about 
the club-owned sanctuaries: Spooky Hollow in Norfolk County and Short 
Hills in Welland County. These contain a wealth of Carolinian flora not 
found elsewhere in the region. 

George D. Bryand, 

Hamilton Naturalists' Club. 

Telephone No. 416-689-1365. 


****** 


Editor's Note; 

The Hamilton Naturalists' Club was asked to revise the Hamilton 
section of the book "A Naturalists' Guide to Ontario" published by the 
Federation of Ontario Naturalists. George Bryant volunteered to do this 
for us and the preceeding is the result of his efforts - an excellent 
guide to our own area. Watch for the complete guide in book stores or 
purchase it from the F.O.N.when it is published in 1971. 


****** 
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N OTEWORTHY BIRD RECORDS 

NumVer of species recorded to November 30, 1970 - 273 

& - indicates first record for the year 
F - indicates first record for the migration 
L - indicates last record for the migratirn 


Red-thrcated Loon 

Nov. 

8F 

2 Lake at Casablanca Rd. 

Robert H. Curry 


Nov. 

29 

3 Woodland Cemetery 

A. Epp, G. W. North 

Dble. -cr. Cornu, rant 

Oct. 

23L 

1 Dundas Marsh 

George W. North 

Green Heron 

Oct. 

9L 

1 Hendry Park 

Mark Jennings 

Mute Swan 

Nov. 

24 

1 Valens Cons. Area 

Get rge D. Bryant 


Nov. 

28 

3 La Salle Park 

David & Thelma Powell 

Whistling Swan 

Nov. 

29F 

1 Kerr St., Oakville 

P. bristow, Jennings 


Nov. 

29 

5 Dundas Marsh 

Alan Wormington 

Canada GccSe 

Nov. 

13 

75 over Westdale 

Alfred Epp 


Nov. 

26 

92 Mountsburg Reservoir 

G. D. Bryant 

brant 

Nov. 

29 

1 Port Credit 

fide Les. Gray 

Snow Goose 

Nov. 

29L 

4 Westdale Rd., Oakville 

A. Epp, G. W. North 

■blue Goose 

Nov. 

8L 

1 Mountsburg Reservoir 

R. H. Curry 

Gadwall 

Nov. 

29 

42 Woodland \ Oakville 

A. Epp, G. W. North 

Pintail 

Apr. 

25L 

6 Dundas Marsh 

A. Wormington 

Green-winged Teal 

Nov. 

18L 

2 Bull's Point 

G. W. North 

Shoveler 

Dec. 

1 

8 bull's Point 

G. W. North 

Mandarin Duck 

Nov. 

15 

3 Dundas Hydro Station 

bruce Weaver 

Wood Duck 

N< v. 

18L 

1 Dundas Hydro Station 

G. W. North 

barrow's Goldeneye Nov. 

1* 

1 Lake at Appleby Line 

Don Perks 


Nov. 

8 

1 Westdale Rd., Oakville 

John Kelly (North 


Nov. 

21 

1 Clarkson Cement Pier 

Bristow, Wormington, 


Nov. 

29 

2 Kerr St., Oakville 

Wormington, Jennings 

Harlequin Duck 

Nov. 

IF 

1 Lake at Guelph Line 

Robert Challis 

King Eider 

Nov. 

14* 

2 Clarkson Cement Pier 

Wormington, Jennings 

Surf Scoter 

Ncv. 

7 

20 North she. re of Bay 

D. K. Powell 

Common Scoter 

Nov. 

4* 

1 burlington Golf Club 

G. W. North 


Nov. 

29 

5 Lake at Brant St. 

Chauncey & Sarah Wood 

Ruddy Duck 

Ncv. 

4 

5 Woodland Cemetery 

G. W. No rth 

Hooded Merganser 

Nov. 

8 

81 Mountsburg Reservoir 

G. & L. North 

Goshawk 

Nov. 

14 

1 Bull's Point 

Wormingt> n, Jennings 


Nov. 

21 

1 Westdale Park 

Alf Epp 

Cooper's Hawk 

Oct. 

31 

1 Sulphur Springs 

A. Wo rmington 

Golden Eagle 

Nov. 

24 F 

1 McMaster University 

Chauncey Wood 

American Coot 

Ncv. 

30 

95 Woodland Cemetery 

G. W, North 

Semipal. Plover 

Sep. 

25L 

3 beach Canal 

A. Wormington 

Killdeer 

Ncv. 

30 

12 null's Point 

G. W. North 

black-bellied 

Ncv. 

10 

4 Valens Cons.. Area 

George D. Bryant 

Plover 

Ncv. 

22L 

1 North Shore blvd. 

David K. Powell 

American Woodcock 

Ncv. 

5L 

1 brente Woods 

Jennings, Wormington 

Common Snipe 

Ncv. 

19 

13 Valley Inn 

G. D. bryant 


Nc v. 

30 

1 Valley Inn 

G. W. North 

Greater Yellowlegs 

Nov. 

30L 

1 bull's Point 

G. W. North 

Lesser Yellowlegs 

Nc.v. 

7L 

1 null's Point 

G. W. North 

Purple Sandpiper 

N^v. 

22* 

1 Dunn St., Oakville 

Ch. & S. Weed, G. North 

Pectoral Sandpiper 

Ncv. 

3L 

2 Mf untsburg Reservoir 

G. D. Bryant 

White-rumped 

Nov. 

3 

1 Valens Ccns. Area 

George D. bryant 

Sandpiper 

Ncv. 

11 

1 Mountsburg Reservoir 

G. & L. North 
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kvhite-r. Sandpiper 

Nov. 

14L 

1 cull 1 s Pc int 

Robert H. Curry 

Dunlin 

Nov. 

7 

167 Bull 1 s Pcint 

G. W. North 


Nov. 

30 

14 cull 1 s Pc int 

G. W. North 

Semip. Sandpiper 

Nov. 

17L 

2 Kelso Ccns. Area 

Paul cristow 

Red Phalarope 

Nov. 

3# 

1 Van Wagner's ceach 

Robert H. Curry 

Parasitic Jaeger 

Nrv.3 

> b 

3 Van Wagner's Beach 

" » , Ch. Wood 


Nov. 

11L 

1 Lake at Casablanca Rd. 

R. H. Curry 

Gt. Bl.-b. Gull 

Apr. 

16L 

4 Dundas Marsh 

Alan Wcrmingtcn 

Little Gull 

Nov. 

1 1 Imm. Bull's Point 

Alf Epp 


Nc.-v. 

8 1 

Ad. Lake at Casablanca Rd. 

R. H. Curry 


Nc v. 

14 1 

Ad. Bull's Point 

A. Wcrmingtcn, Jennings 


Nc v. 

21 1 

Ad. cull's Point 

A. Wcrmingtcn 

clack-1. Kittiwake 

Nov. 

15 

1 Lake at crant St. 

Ch. & S. Wood 

Ccmmon Tern 

Dec. 

2 

1 Kerr St., Oakville 

Wormingt n, North 

clack Tern 

Aug. 

1L 

5 Dundas Marsh 

A. Wormington 

Snowy Owl 

Nov. 

22F 

1 Shell Oil, cronte 

Mark Jennings 

carred Owl 

Nov. 

4# 

1 Mcuntsburg Nature Tr. 

Barry Jones 

Lcng-eared Owl 

Nov. 

5 

7 cf' nte Woe ds 

Jennings, Wormington 

Saw-whet Owl 

Nc v. 

5 

2 cronte Wee ds 

ti 11 11 

Eastern Kingbird 

Sep. 

26L 

2 R.B.G. Children's Gdns.Alan Wormington 

Cliff Swallow 

Oct. 

4L 

1 cull ' s Point 

Alf Epp 

Tufted Titmouse 

Sep. 

19F 

1 Oakville 

Pat Smith 


Oct. 

3 Ion 

2 Ravensclif fe Ave . 

Elizabeth Merrick 


Nov. 

1 

4 Oakville 

Don R. Gunn 


Nov. 

1 

1 Hostein Ave., Ancaster 

Robert H. Curry 


Nc v. 

7 on 

2 11 11 " 

n 11 


Nov. 

8 

2 migrating E., Casablanca Rd., R, H. Curry 


Nov. 

8 on 

1 Fruitland Rd. at Lake 

Gerald Neane 

House Wren 

Oct. 

8L 

1 east Burlington 

Mark Jennings 

crown Thrasher 

Nov. 

1L 

1 North She re elvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 

Hermit Thrush 

Nov. 

14L 

1 RoG Arboretum Nursery 

Wcrmingtcn, Jennings 

Eastern Bluebird 

Nov. 

5 

35 Bronte Woods 

Wcrmingtn, Jennings 


Nov. 

14L 

1 R. c. G. Arboretum 

G. W. Ne rth 

Blue-g. GnatcatcherNc v. 

8L 

1 Woodland Cemetery 

Eric W. Castin 


Ruby-cr. Kinglet 

Nc.v. 

26L 

1 Ancaster 

Ch. & S. Wood 

water Pipit 

Nov. 

8L 

1 North Shc.re Blvd. 

D. K. Powells 

Red-eyed Vireo 

Nov. 

9L 

1 Ancaster 

Chauncey Woods 

Tennessee Warbler 

Nov. 

1L 

1 Hadden Ave. N. 

Alan Wormington 

Orange-cr. Warbler 

N> v. 

22L 

1 Ancaster 

Ch. & S. Weed 

Cape May Warbler 

Ncv. 

5L 

1 Brc nte 

We rming to n, Jenning s 

Myrtle Warbler 

N'-v. 

29 

2 Oakville 

Bristow, Wcrmingtcn 

Clackpoll Warbler 

Nr v.2- 

-5L 

1 Hadden Ave. N. 

Alan Wo rmington 

Connecticut WarblerSep. 

19L 

1 east Burlington 

Mark Jennings 

Yellcwthrcat 

Oct. 

17L 

1 cull 1 s Point 

A. Wormington 

Rusty clackbird 

Nov. 

15L 

2 Bronte Wo ods 

G. Rousseau, Jennings 

Evening Grosbeak 

Ncv. 

9 

4 Ancaster 

Chauncey Weed 

Pine Grr sbeak 

Ncv. 

4 

2 Westdale 

G. Vi/. Nr,rth 

Rufcus-s. Tcwhee 

Nov. 

8L 

1 no rth Burlington 

R. K. Sargeant 

Vesper Sparrow 

Ncv. 

4L 

2 cronte 

Mark Jennings 

Chipping Sparrow 

Nov. 

5L 

3 cronte 

Jennings, We rmington 

Field Sparrow 

Nov. 

5L 

2 ere nte 

Jennings, Wormington 

Fcx Sparrow 

Ncv. 

22L 

2 Westdale Park ravine Alf Epp 

Sncw cunting 

Nov. 

22 

50 No rth Shore elvd. 

D. K. & Th. Powell 

Please send ycur records 

on the 

15th of each nrnth to 

George W. Nr; rth, 

249 Charlton Ave. \ 

i\G, Hamilto n 

12, Ont., or phone 522 - 

-6082. 




